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Rose-Con draws in 115 students
for games, pizza, fun
Sean Finney • guest writer
Do you enjoy gaming? Then
Rose-con has everything for
you. The Rose-con was held this
past December 17th and was financed by the Resident Hall Association. Held in the New Olin
Academic facilities, the convention featured a number of activities ranging from anime movies
to Magic: The Gathering tournaments.
The activities fell into a total of four categories: board
games, role-playing games, anime, and Magic: The Gathering
card games. While Rose-con
was supported by a variety of
clubs on campus, it was not a
club-affiliated event because it
was sponsored by RHA and not
the Student Government Association. Victoria Alden, Gavin
Darroca, Justin Han, Brian
Hwang, Demetrius Vassar, Max
Verkamp, and Jeremy Watcher
were a few interested individuals who helped get the event off
the ground and were instrumental in seeing that Rose-con went
off without a hitch.
The original idea for Rose-con
came from Joel Beally, a former
president for the Role-Playing
Club. Unfortunately, Joel graduated before seeing the event
take place, but the organizers
hope that Rose-con will become
an annual event. The first ever
Rose-con attracted 115 people,
and everyone who attended
the event had their fair share of
pizza.
A popular activity at Rose-con
was Alex Drane’s Discworldbased role-playing one shot,
which put characters into the
Discworld novels created by
Terry Pratchett. Another activity
that was very popular at the convention was a Magic: The Gathering tournament which lasted
for the entire event. Ahmed
Al-Shaali summed up the event
as such: “For $200 these Rose
clubs entertained 120 students.
Give them $30,000 and they
will entertain the world.”

					

Rose-Con offered a wide genre of games including board games, role-playing games,
anime, and Magic: The Gathering.
Jeremy Watcher

News Briefs
Sean Gorsky • news editor
Bachmann drops out of presidential race, Perry suspends campaign
Michelle Bachmann placed 6th with 5% in the Iowa Republican caucus leading her to end her bid for the presidential election. Rick Perry, who placed 5th with 10.3%, has indefinitely suspended his campaign after the disappointing
results. Mitt Romney and Rick Santorum lead the caucus with 24.6% and 24.5% of the votes, respectively. Ron Paul
was the surprise candidate coming in 3rd place with 21.4%. Based on the results of the caucus, according to analysts,
the Republican Nomination is easily attainable by any of the remaining front runners.
Bob Anderson, renowned swordsman, dead at 89
Olympic fencer Bob Anderson was the premier swordsman expert for many Hollywood movies. His great influence
and ability as a swordsman ultimately earned him the title of “swordmaster.” Anderson trained actors and choreographed fights on many well-known titles, including the original “Star Wars” trilogy, “The Princess Bride,” “Legend of
Zorro,” and “The Lord of the Rings” trilogy.
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”

Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
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Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication produced by the members of the community of
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology published on Fridays first through ninth week
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall. We
also welcome and encourage all community
members to submit articles, photographs, car-

toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors, while preserving the original intent of
the submission. The editors reserve the right to

Ranjana Chandramouli • writer
Andy Chen • writer
Katie Dial • writer
Matt Dierksmeier • writer
Jason Latimer • writer
Morgan Lopez • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Peter Savkovich • writer
Claire Stark • writer
Bennie Waters • writer
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Richard House • adviser

accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All submissions must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact
information. The editors reserve the right to reject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of The Rose
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249.

Material submitted for use in the print edition may also be included in the online edition located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those
of their respective authors and, with the exception
of the weekly Staff View published in the Opinions section, do not necessarily represent the views
of the staff or the Rose-Hulman community.
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News

Now Leasing for 2012-2013 school year.
Reserve your room today!
Please go to Ashton-Development.com to print a rental/credit application
or schedule a showing/leasing appointment at (812) 877-1390 or (812) 249-4359
Sign a new lease by February 15, 2012 and receive $100 prepaid Visa gift card.

3

Starting at
$550/month—1 bedroom
$750/month—2 bedroom
$1300/month—4 bedroom

4

Entertainment

6 Jan 2011

“War Horse” hits emotional chords

Josan Latimer • staff writer
“War Horse” isn’t the
mainstream film our generation would like to spend $8
to see on a Saturday night.
It’s not an action thriller, a
knee-slapping comedy, or a
dreamy romance that young
people will flock to. Although 75 percent of the audience I saw the movie with
was over the age of 30, “War
Horse” is definitely a movie
I would recommend to anyone who can appreciate the
finer emotional messages of
film.
The movie is set in the
era of World War I England
and starts with a rural, lessthan-fortunate family trying
to scrape up a living from
their farm. The father travels into town to buy a horse
to work the farm, only to
return, to his wife’s dismay,
with a thoroughbred—the
wrong type of horse. The
story continues with the son
Albert, raising the horse,
Joey, and teaching him how
to plow the fields and effectively saving his family
and farm from the greedy
clutches of their landlord.
The story takes a terrible

and dramatic turn when the
family has to sell the horse
to the war effort in order
to stay afloat. From there,
the film recounts the story
of the horse as it struggles
through the war and the stories of Joey’s several owners
and their fates as each and
every one of them is affected by the war in their own
unique way.
I was surprised by how
well all of the leading roles
were portrayed. Out of the
multiple owners Joey takes
on, the film communicates
each of their hopes, fears,
and pasts to the audience
very well, which is difficult to do with several roles
within a limited amount of
time. I was just as emotionally attached to some of the
characters as I was to the
horse.
Steven Spielberg, who directed and produced the
movie, reconstructed early
20th century Europe magnificently. His use of color
and weather to accent the
various settings works superbly. However, I was most
excited to see how the battle scenes would look. I expected nothing less than

perfection from Spielberg, who also worked on
World War II classics like
“Band of Brothers,” “The
Pacific,” and “Saving Private Ryan.” I was not let
down on his transition to
the First World War. Although the film omitted
blood, most likely for its
PG-13 rating, Spielberg
pulled off the gruesome
combination of trench
warfare, cavalry charges,
and machine gun massacres perfectly. The only
other WWI film I’ve seen
is the critically acclaimed
“All Quiet on the Western
Front,” filmed in 1930,
though War Horse is certainly on par, if not surpassing, in battle realism.
Another big name that attracted me to War Horse was
John Williams, the musical
genius behind some of the
biggest films of all time, like
“Star Wars,” “Jaws,” “Harry
Potter,” “Indiana Jones,”
and
“Schindler’s
List”
(which Spielberg also produced). The overall product
was glorious. I would have
preferred to hear something
at a few times when the
movie is silent, but the score

at the end of the day, a business: profit-driven. Successful blockbusters double up
on their money simply by
playing another roll of film
featuring the same characters in a similar situation
to the first. It is
cool to see familiar characters but
we still want to
see a sequel that
can hold its own
against its original (e.g. the legendary Star Wars
series).
You will be
glad to hear that
“Sherlock
Holmes: A Game of
Shadows” is one
of these successful sequels. We
see Robert Downy
Jr. playing opposite of Jude Law
in a beautifully
executed sequel
to the first blockbuster back in
imdb.com 2009. I would go
so far as to argue
that the second installment
was better than the first.
Don’t get me wrong – the
first episode was filled with
plot and a classic mystery
thriller. However, Sherlock
and his right hand man,
Watson, are back at it in this
sequel and take the mys-

tery thriller to even higher
heights. Bigger explosions.
Better action sequences.
Funnier dialogue. The sequel’s plot starts off where
the original left off – Moriarty, the true, hidden villain in
the original, is still hell bent
on doing what he pleases
with the world. With Robert
Downy Jr.’s natural knack
for portraying intellectual
genius characters (such as
Iron Man – which also had a
great sequel), Holmes is back
and ready to surprise and
entertain the audience the
entire two hour sit with his
quick witticisms and unique
combat sequences to try and
stop Moriarty. If you liked
the original, you will love
the sequel. Appropriate for
all ages and occasions from
a babysitting to a date, this
picture will not disappoint,
and I highly recommend it
for any movie goer. This sequel has a unique, nonlinear plot peppered with the
quips of the ultimate smart
ass that we have all come
to enjoy and love: Sherlock
Holmes.

“Sherlock Holmes: A Game
of Shadows” is a must see

Hobey Tam • staff writer
Quite a few times we have
seen sequels lack in comparison to the original. Examples
would include “The Hangover Part II” and “Boondock
Saints II” (some of us are

still quite mad about the latter, bro). The makers should
have stopped while they
were ahead. In my opinion,
if the sequel is not as unique
and up to par in execution
as the original, then there is
no point in making it. However, the movie business is,

Review rating: 4.elephants

in the end he is reunited
with his family and home.
This was especially emotional for me. Joey the horse
reminded me of a friend I
lost in elementary school,
whose name was also Joey.
My friend, who was the
kindest fun-loving kid you
could find, battled cancer
for years until he passed
away at a young age, robbed
of life and happiness. Cancer destroyed him and
plagued him with a lifestyle
that did not belong to him.
Although my friend did not
meet a happy end, Joey the
horse, who suffered his own
cancer, did. This movie instilled a sense of faith in me
that maybe my friend Joey
imdb.com is somewhere, reunited with
was composed marvelously. family and the happiness
It evokes the right emotions that he had forgotten. I hope
at the right time and con- that anyone who watches
trols the mood of the film this film can take away their
right from the start without own personal version of this
letting go.
message.
So what was the message
of the movie? What I took
Review rating: 3.5 elephants
away from the film was the
story of a beautiful thing
destroyed by a world that it
did not belong in. Joey was
a gorgeous creature. Worn
down and ruined by the war,

Black Keys
strikes gold

Matt Dierksmeier • staff writer
The rock duo of Dan Auerbach and Patrick Carney
are back with the release of
their seventh studio album,
El Camino. Just over a year
after the release of their last
album, Brothers, their newest venture strikes almost all
the right chords.
Although the Black Keys
are best known for their
blend of blues and hardrocking guitar, El Camino
leans more towards pop than
any of their previous work.
While hard-core fans will
still find much to like about
this album, it is a long departure from their debut album.
Under the co-production of
Danger Mouse, this album
keeps the tempo on high and
refuses to relent.
As listeners begin their
journey through El Camino,
they first find themselves
greeted by the gnarly opening riff of Lonely Boy. The
beat quickly picks up as a
high-pitched keyboard is introduced, and it is all uphill
from there with accompanying lyrics you can’t help but
sing along with. It is clear after the first song what direction the Black Keys are going
with on this album.
Continuing onwards, listeners will find something

special in both Gold on the
Ceiling and Little Black Submarines. These were by far
my two favorite tracks on the
album, although their placement right next to each other
was at first off-putting; Gold
on the Ceiling is full of energy and liveliness, while
Little Black Submarines begins with a slower tempo but
eventually builds to showcase one of the hardest rocking riffs on the album.
After these two songs
though, the rest of the album feels disconnected.
While featuring some catchy
combinations of lyrics and
guitar, the connection just
wasn’t there. Finishing off
with Nova Baby and Mind
Eraser though brought back
some excitement, as these
songs remind me of the
Black Keys of old. For experimenting and trying new
ideas, the Black Keys should
be applauded for El Camino. There are still some improvements to be made to
this new formula, and I will
be anxiously waiting to see
what they do next.
Review rating: 3 elephants

Living
5
Best pub in town: Sonka’s or Moggers?

6 Jan 2012

Viktor Goben • staff writer
Disclaimer: This review considers the alcohol
selections of each reviewed establishment. However, The Rose Thorn does not endorse the consumption of alcohol. Drink Responsibly.
We often see the term pub used, but the term
has lost its true basis in American culture. Sonka
Irish Pub and M. Moggers Restaurant and Pub
are locations which exemplify the American pub
and do not sacrifice the inheritances of the title.
Sonka’s and Moggers have a long standing
competition with Rose-Hulman students. [Editor’s note: Sonka’s requires two forms of ID, at
least one of which must be a picture ID.]
Sonka’s, being more bar than restaurant, features a wide variety of taps - American, Irish,
German, and Belgium - and expands only a little
into the bottled section as circulation demands.

Each of the brews is poured well and the environment is generally enjoyable for smokers and
nonsmokers alike. The accompanying food, aside
from two or three obvious exceptions, seems to
be authentically Irish and generally enjoyable.
The chips were quite enjoyable, particularly given their freshness. Additionally, the service was
prompt and the bartenders knowledgeable of the
drafts they poured.
While your reviewer has not visited a true Irish
pub, he finds Sonka’s to be an exceptional location, worthy of visiting again for a pint and some
chips.
Moggers, a restaurant/bar, has been a mainstay in the Terre Haute community for quite
some time. Once a brewery, Mogger’s offers
mostly bottled brews of quite a wide variety, but
keeps a limited set of brews on tap.
In your reviewer’s opinion, the best reason to
go back to Mogger’s is the food. While the menu

”

Overall, two
bars with a nice
array of brews
and foods.
Moggers and Sonka’s both
call themselves pubs... and
they both deliver on the
promise. Need a wide array
of beverages at a reasonable
price? Sonka’s is your place.
Need a place to take your
family when they’re in town?
Head for Moggers.
http://moggers-restaurant.com
http://sonkapub.com

How the Thorn staff
spent break
“I enjoyed my loot from the
Steam Holiday Sale.”
-- Noël Spurgeon, News Editor

“I did average Christmas-y
things.”
-- Kurtis Zimmerman, Sports
Editor

“I spent break doing homework, watching “Firefly,” and
reading a bunch of religious
books. Oh, and partying in
Chicago for New Year’s Eve.
Yeah! ”
-- Andrew Klusman, Business Manager

“I went paintballing. It was
fun.”
-- Marcus Willerscheidt, Entertainment Editor

“I watched the six-person
chairlift I was riding up the
mountain sway almost 30°
in the wind. It was exciting...
and a little scary.”
-- Alex Mullans, Editor-inChief

“I took high speed tours of
New York and Philadelphia
on a broken foot. Not that
this stopped me from playing
like a champ on New Year’s
Eve.”
-- Melissa Schwenk, Living
Editor

“I went to Dayton... and
played a lot of board games.”
--Sean Gorsky, Staff Writer

You should write for living! It generally involves
free cookies.
thorn-living

@rose-hulman.edu

varies depending on the season (and is especially
dependent on the graduation schedules of both
ISU and Rose-Hulman), the burgers are customcooked and often represent more food than the
average college student might wolf down in a single meal. This seemed to be especially true for
some of the pork chop meals, which are closer to
the Vienna, Austria style pork chop.
As far as pricing goes, both locations are fairly
evenly matched, depending on what you order. A
number of the Mogger’s bottled brews are more
expensive than their comparative draft varieties
at Sonka’s.
Overall, two very well presented restaurants/
bars with a nice array of brews and foods. For a
regular spot to frequent for upperclassmen with
good food and a nice array of beverages at a reasonable price, try Sonka’s. For when your family
comes to town, try Mogger’s instead, as the food
is a bit broader variety.

Opinions

6

American Society & the World: Women

Viktor Goben
staff writer
Though many might not
realize it, American society offers many freedoms
not available elsewhere in
the world. This is especially
true for women.
In this grand and glorious
society of ours, women may
vote, go out in public, drive
cars, own property, divorce,
and hold all manner of jobs.
In other countries around
the world, women are often
lucky to get basic social recognition.
To contrast our grand and
glorious society, let’s look
at some of the countries
around the world.
In a number of African

countries, where the status
of a country can change in
a matter of hours and wars
erupt constantly, women are
viewed typically as nothing
more than breeding vessels
and tools for psychological
warfare. Many of the socalled “soldiers” are known
to torture and rape women
and girls, simultaneously
press-ganging (as clean a
term as is available for it)
young men into service for
whichever cause that faction fights for, despite the
cause usually being about
power above all else. In
other countries in Africa, a
“cure” for men with AIDS is
sex with a virgin, leading to
further rape and an increasing prevalence of sexually

transmitted infections.
In the Middle East, many
women must almost completely cover themselves and
are often required to have a
male escort in order to leave
the home. Women typically
cannot drive and are often
arrested and imprisoned
for doing so (a recent issue
brought up in Saudi Arabia).
Commonly in the MiddleEastern countries, women
are honor-killed, forced into
marriages, and face domestic violence, as each of these
are encouraged by a number
of the local religious groups.
And these religious groups
aren’t even necessarily the
extremist factions that are
heard about on the corporate news shows.

Issue 12

around the globe

Further east, in India,
many women are betrothed
and married at a very young
age, even in this modern
day. Additionally, women
have virtually no property
rights in India and are often
less educated because of the
strong gender bias which
exists there.
Many other countries
around the world do not
hold the modern and liberated view of women that
we as Americans hold up.
So ladies, when you wake
up tomorrow and look into
your closet to decide what
you want to wear, feel proud
that you have the right to
vote, to be well-educated, to
hold public office, to dress
as you like, and can go out

and have a good time without an escort and being
without fear of simply being
a tool to be used by the first
man to come along. American women may not have
“all” the spoken and unspoken rights that American
men do, but American women still have more rights
and more security than they
would in other parts of the
world. Our grand and glorious society may have a lot
to work on in society, but
women’s rights are appropriately engineered as best
we can in this era.
Humanity may change
that in the future, but, at
least for now, American
women have their right to
choose.

The myth of Rose Goggles on campus
Andrew Klusman
business manager
One topic on the Rose campus that is
rather prevalent among the male community is the Rose Goggles. You know
what I’m talking about; as time goes on,
the men at Rose become accustomed to
the women at Rose and their standards
begin to slide, and the men forget what
attractive women look like and become
attracted to “average looking” women.
This concept is often expressed most either as a freshman (a warning comment
to the freshmen to watch their standards
slip after years of being here) and after
lengthy breaks, much like the one from
which we are returning.

Well, as someone who’s been at Rose
for longer than he’d like to admit, let me
say the Rose Goggles are over-exaggerated and don’t really exist. The women
here aren’t necessarily less attractive
than their non-Rose student counterparts. There might be, however, a few
reasonable circumstances and situations
that I think led to the development and
spread of the notion of Rose Goggles.
The first is having a small collection
of women. Whenever you take a subset
of women, of course the distribution of
women and their attractiveness will vary.
Add on top of that Rose’s specialties
(math and science doesn’t exactly draw
the sexiest people of either gender…),

and it’s easy to see why Rose doesn’t necessarily have the most attractive women
around. But that doesn’t make Rose girls
ugly.
The second situation is being more
concerned with more pressing matters.
Girls aren’t going to spend hours on doing their makeup and looking all cute
just to go to class. Look around at your
classmates in your next class. It’s likely
that a not-insignificant number of people have either rolled out of bed, were
wearing yoga pants or sweat pants, or
sported a free Rose t-shirt. We all have
engineering to learn, and it isn’t the easiest subject around. As I’ve heard from a
number of people, everyone smells dur-

ing finals week!
And a third reason is jealousy, carried on by a small, but vocal, minority.
Naturally, there will be some people who
cannot woo a woman enough to gain her
favor and date her, and out of that will
come the sour grapes. The guys will go
“she wasn’t that hot anyways,” and just
out-of-hand dismiss the rest of them as
“not hot” and recommend the other guys
to not even bother, which really isn’t a
good response. If a girl isn’t into you, it’s
nothing to take personal, and it certainly
isn’t a need to become vindictive.
So take a look again, and realize that
the girls on campus aren’t less attractive
than their state school counterparts.

According to some, if you’re at Rose-Hulman long enough, you’ll start finding this mannequin very attractive. Although, you know, when you look at it in a certain light...
http://fc08.deviantart.net/fs70/i/2010/261/a/f/rose_goggles_by_xjustinian-d2z0acs.jpg
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Lady Engineers outshoot
Earlham for HCAC win

Upcoming Events
Friday, January 6
Swimming vs Franklin College

6 p.m.

Saturday, January 7
Women’s basketball vs College of Mount St. Joseph

1 p.m.

Men’s basketball vs College of Mount St. Joseph

3 p.m.

Wednesday, January 11
Women’s basketball vs Anderson University

7:30 p.m.

Men’s basketball at Anderson University

7:30 p.m.

Men’s basketball
wins big over break
Matt Dierksmeier • staff writer
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impressive second half, outscoring
DePauw 7-2 early, then pushing
In the past three weeks, the Rose- on with a 22-3 run to take a 57-47
Hulman men’s basketball team has advantage with just 4 minutes repicked up a trio of wins in four maining.
games.
Juniors Austin Weatherford and
Hosting Eureka College on De- Nate Gissentanner contributed sigcember 15th, the Fightin’ Engineers nificantly in the victory. Weatherhad their hands full for a majority ford had 17 points, while Gissentanof the game. The first half was hotly ner went 5-5 from the field, putting
contested with Rose-Hulman lead- up 13 points on the day.
ing by just two at the break.
As of their win against DePauw
Finding holes in the Eureka de- University, Rose-Hulman stands at
fense, junior Brenton Balsbaugh No. 3 nationally in points allowed
took advantage of his open looks in all contests, with an average 53.8
after halftime. His 16 points in the points scored by opponents.
second half led the
The
EngiEngineers to a 92neers’ most re70 victory over Eucent game came
reka.
against Earlham
The discrepancy
College this past
in free throws was
Tuesday. Rosea major contributor
Hulman had a
in the game. Rosestrong
overall
Hulman made their
defensive perforway to the line 35
mance, proving
times,
knocking
their top ranking
down 30, while Euin defense in the
reka shot only 9 in
HCAC.
total.
They
limited
Beginning their
Earlham to just
string
of
three
29% from the
consecutive
road
field and 25%
games, the Enfrom
3-point
gineers faced off
territory. Leadagainst
Hanover
ing the offenCollege. Rose-Hulsive attack for
man made a valiant
the
Fightin’
rally in the second Julian Strickland leads the team Engineers was
with 12.3 points per game. sophomore Juhalf, but fell short
in a 60-54 conferRose-Hulman News lian Strickland,
ence loss.
recording 16 points along with 7
In the first half, the Engineers rebounds. Building an early lead in
trailed by 28 points with two min- the game, the Rose men were able
utes left, but a sharp play led to a to keep ahead for the remainder of
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Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor

Gibbs added four assists to the offensive effort.
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Engineer Scoreboard
Men’s basketball
(10 - 2) (HCAC 4 - 1)
Dec 15 — Terre Haute, Indiana
Eureka College
Rose-Hulman

70
92

Dec 17 — Hanover, Indiana
Hanover College
Rose-Hulman

60
54

Dec 19 — Greencastle, Indiana
DePauw University
Rose-Hulman

59
67

Jan 3 — Richmond, Indiana
Earlham College
Rose-Hulman

43
73

Women’s basketball
(4 - 8) (HCAC 2 - 3)
Dec 17 — Hanover, Indiana
Hanover College
Rose-Hulman

82
59

Dec 19 — Terre Haute, Indiana
Webster University
Rose-Hulman

46
52

Dec 22 — Indianapolis, Indiana
Marian University
Rose-Hulman

67
45

Dec 29 — Springfield, Ohio
Wittenberg University
Rose-Hulman

69
54

Dec 30 — Springfield, Ohio
Brescia University
Rose-Hulman

63
72

Jan 4 — Terre Haute, Indiana
Earlham College
Rose-Hulman

47
49

Flipside

Mayans!

Jan 4, 2012

Top “10” Ten
New Year’s Resolutions

Noël Spurgeon • eternal optimist
10. Get straight A’s for one term at Rose. Aim
high… and learn to deal with the inevitable disappointment. On the bright side, you’ll have a
lot of company when you fail.
9. Shower every day. Fabreeze doesn’t count:
just because morning dew and raindrops are
what clean furniture smells like, it doesn’t
mean that they’re what clean human should
smell like.
8. Work out. Take the scenic route to Olin.
Actually bring your book to class and do bicep
curls on the way. If you’re feeling really ambitious, you can take a swim across the lake…
as long as you don’t have your laptop in your
bag.
7. Read for fun. You know, fun. That thing
that Rose sucks away from you. Reddit doesn’t
count.
6. Look at the other seven pages of the Thorn
more often. They’re all valid and entertaining
bits of journalism. Not as valid and entertaining as the Flipside of course, but throw the poor
guys a bone.
5. Introduce yourself to food groups other

than Mountain Dew and Taco Bell. You know
that other part of the food pyramid? The part
with the green stuff that actually comes out of
the dirt? You should probably get acquainted
with that.
4. Get a reasonable amount of sleep (and kick
the caffeine drip). Probably another foray into
delusional optimism, but hey… napping is a
pretty great hobby to take up.
3. Lay off the video games. I know, I know,
you’re *this close* to finishing the main quest
in Skyrim, but when ‘this close’ means ’90 more
hours of play time,’ you should probably take a
look at what you’ve been doing with your life.
2. Install those Windows updates. You keep
putting them off and putting them off, but
eventually, you’re going to have to install them.
What better time to finally close out your eighteen browser tabs and have a nice reboot than
the first week of 2012?
1. Finish last year’s resolutions. You know
what they say, practice makes perfect, and let’s
face it, you didn’t get a whole lot of practice the
whole three weeks that you managed to keep
‘Resolutions: 2011 Edition.’ Maybe this year…
maybe this year…

Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

Matt Melton • humor editor emeritus
Today, we salute you, Alumni That Just Will Not Leave. Harbinger of history, unit vector
of values, with all the tradition for which you’ve been wishing, you remember when Rose
was free of the evils of modern technology, such as the internet, graphing calculators, and
females. Unfazed by these changes, you gallantly stroll through your old neck of the woods,
forcefully reminiscing for all to hear your stories of how you heard your first joke about tootsie rolls and radians at that lunch table, or failed your first class for the third time in that
room, or that time you fell asleep in the middle of a test only to wake up with it completely
finished for a 94% whilst still having no recollection of what was on it. We’d ask you for a
job or an internship, but really, some of us can’t pass the dress code of a different Rose shirt
every day for 3 months intervals, even if that is how often we do laundry. So here’s to you,
Ph. D. of days past. You can’t get another undergraduate degree at Dear Old Rose, but you
could always try to be the next Erik Hayes…

I will build
one!

Stephen Mayhew • Restroom remodeler

I need a bookshelf for my books...
Do dishes

But first… I
should do the
dishes!

Dishes done! To the –
… where’d all this crap
come from?

Bookshelf!
Wait… where
are my tools?

Find lost items

Clean living room

Got everything
I need! What is
that smell?

FAIL

OK! Time to do that
one thing… but first,
maybe I should ...

Yuh-oh… pay
bills time,
almost forgot.
Pay bills

Is that mold?
… is that …
alive? … IT’S
MOVING!

Search for smell

Irradiate fridge
Matt Melton • Please make it stooooooopl

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I put teeny-tiny words for your reading pleasure. Everything without a name on it is Noël Spurgeon’s, maybe. This week’s episode of the Flipside is brought to you by the letter ‘M,’ for ‘Misinterpretation.’ It’s also for ‘Mayan,’ which is what
we’re misinterpreting. Hopefully. Oh well, if the world ends in 2012, at least I’ll have graduated by then. I mean, if I’m going to experience a fiery apocolypse, at least I have my B.S. in ME to rebuild a post-collapse society. Next time around, we’ll get the electric charge thing right.

